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This second volume provides a literal, line-by-line English translation of the Popol Vuh, capturing the

beauty, subtlety, and high poetic language characteristic of Kâ€™icheâ€™-Maya sacred writings. By

arranging the work according to its poetic structure, Christenson preserves the poemâ€™s original

phraseology and grammar, allowing subtle nuances of meaning to emerge.
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The subtitle for this book says it all: "Literal Poetic Version, Translation, and Transcription". At last

the original Mayan text of this important cultural document is available to non-specialists who are

not content with translations and want to read the original words of the story-tellers. The text is

presented in two versions: a transcription into modern Mayan orthography with a literal English

translation in a facing column, and the original text as recorded in the Spanish-based orthography in

use at the time. Footnotes are kept to a minimum and are restricted to noting occasional ambiguities

in the manuscript. More extensive footnotes detailing the religious and cultural background to the

text can be found in the companion volume, Popol Vuh: The Sacred Book of the Maya : The Great

Classic of Central American Spirituality, Translated fromthe Original Maya Text, which is worth

acquiring in addition for its many insights.

This version of the Popol Vuh is a lyrical treatment, grounded in a deep and knowledgeable base.



This journey story is amazing even for those of us who are not Mayaists. Great notes to help with a

more complete understanding. If the hoopla and craziness of 2012 brings people to this book, then

I'm willing to put up with it. It's a true epic, and Christenson has the touch of a poet.

A must have for everyone who study mayan culture and history.
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